
  
 
 

 

 

February 26, 2023, 7:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Maku‘u Farmer’s Market  
 

 
The purpose of the pop-up event was to share information about the Pāhoa Transit Hub and Library project and gather community 
manaʻo on the preferred sites and potential design features of the Transit Hub and Library. The pop-up was hosted at Maku‘u 
Farmer’s Market and was promoted via flyers, radio ads, press releases, and the project website.   
 
The event was intended to capture people attending the farmer’s market that may not otherwise have heard about the project, as 
the market attracts thousands of people within the Puna region and beyond. The project team set up a colorful display and engaged 
passers-by by handing out fact sheets, inviting comments, and answering questions. Attendees were invited to provide their input by 
filling out comment cards and placing post-it notes and sticky dots on the display boards. The fact sheet and display board posters 
are included in the appendices of this summary. 

• SSFM: Melissa May, Jennifer Scheffel, Austen Drake, Dee Eppright, Genevieve Runningwind  
 
 

Hundreds of people stopped by the farmers market booth to look at the boards. Flyers and fact sheets were also distributed to the 
farmers market vendors.   

 



  
 
 

 

The Pop-Up event was set up to enable people to learn more about the the Pāhoa Transit Hub and Library project. For each site, 
attendees were asked to indicate their level of support for each site number by placing a sticker in one of three columns: thumbs-up, 
“neutral”, thumbs-down. Partcipants were also asked to indicate their top three features or services the future libary could include 
using dot stickers. Comment cards and post its were also available for written comments. See Attachment A for pictures of policy 
station posters with dot voting results.  
 
Handwritten comment cards and post its were submitted by meeting attendees and the following notes were transcribed verbatim 
below. 
 

1.) Site Selection 

• These sites are much better than the previous ones they were looking at that were far from the city center. (Heard about this 
event on Facebook) 

• Prefer existing huts near HS - used as gathering place for lava evacuees. Current sites are now too congested with traffic 
vacant. The roundabout already breaks up when there is an accident.  

• Would prefer site across highway next to loop (see yellow dot) 

 
1.) Site Selection 
Dot Voting  

Top Three Sites Thumbs up Neutral Thumbs Down 

Site #2 5 - 1 

Site #8 2 -  

Site #8 1 -  

 
Comments 

• Revitalize Pahoa Marketplace 

• #2 good connection between old & new shopping centers should be a road to connect  

• #2 concerned about congestion around roundabout  



  
 
 

 

• Run Hilo-Pahoa Bus every 30 minutes to get more rides  

• Bus Shelters should be prioritized based on inclement weather 

• Alternate site (land for sale) 8 + acres (need dot)  

• Security-being adjacent to a business area with 24-hour security for added peace of mind  

• Needs to be on major highways not in town 

• Would like bus route from Leilani to Pahoa High School 

• Site #2 and #8 are bigger - one of these two  

• Combine site 8,9?  

• Site #9 #8 good to connect new and old town  
 
2. Design Features 
Dot Voting 

Feature Vote 

Expanded physical collection 1 

Technology, digital resources and high-speed wi-fi 2 

Community meeting spaces 1 

Library program spaces - 

Reading areas 2 

Information and self-checkout areas 2 

 
Comments 

• Whole property should have internet. - Use library card to access internet for security 

• Would use the library if it was accessible & close to destination 

• Phone charging 

• Kona airport bus connection  

• Bulletin board to post library events 

• Morgan Hill (CA) public library for inspiration  

• Like bike share but not sure how it would work in Pahoa 

• Lockable bike rack would be good 



  
 
 

 

• Would ride bus if they had a better system  

• Would be great not to have to go to Hilo to go to the library! 

• Like secure bike parking 

• Current library often not open  

• Use smaller buses to go through neighborhoods. Stage them @ transit hub 

• Elderly day care no need playground since big park in Pahoa 

• Book scanning system ScannX 

• Need earlier bus route from Pahoa to Hilo to catch flights  

• Parking important at library - challenging to park all through Pahoa town  

• "Library of things" tools, equipment 

• Richard Solie - landowner (need dot) (referred by Claude) 



  
 
 

 



  
 
 

 



  
 
 

 



  
 
 

 

 
 



  
 
 

 

 



  
 
 

 

 


